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Love Encourage Aspire Respect Nurture
Temple Guiting CofE School creates a caring environment where everyone is encouraged to be the best they can, with each child supported, to feel safe, to love learning, develop resilience, respect difference, celebrate success and value others within a Christian environment.
Religious Education 
Our vision for RE
At Temple Guiting Church of England School, our vision is “Everyone to Thrive.” We believe that high-quality Religious Education plays an important part in enabling every child to flourish intellectually, spiritually, morally, socially and personally.
RE is a valued academic subject which enables pupils to explore the rich diversity of religious and non-religious worldviews and to consider the ways in which these influence people's beliefs, values, identities, choices and ways of living.
Our RE curriculum is rooted in our Christian foundation and in our commitment to love, dignity, respect and flourishing. It provides pupils with opportunities to encounter Christianity as a living faith, alongside other religious and non-religious worldviews. Through these encounters, pupils develop their knowledge and understanding of the world, while also becoming increasingly aware of their own developing worldview.
We want every child to leave Temple Guiting with the knowledge, vocabulary, curiosity and confidence to ask thoughtful questions about meaning, purpose, truth, identity, values and how we should live.
	Intent
At Temple Guiting Church of England School, we believe that Religious Education should enable everyone to thrive.
Our RE curriculum follows the Gloucestershire Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education 2025–2030, adopting its Religion and Worldviews approach. The principal aim of the Gloucestershire syllabus is for pupils to understand how worldviews influence people's lives, including their own, through the study of religious and non-religious worldviews. In doing so, pupils develop a deeper understanding of themselves and the world around them and become better equipped to contribute to and flourish in society. 
This aligns closely with our Christian vision, “Everyone to Thrive”, and our understanding of Jesus' words:
“I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”
John 10:10
We therefore intend that RE should contribute to the flourishing of the whole person, developing children who are knowledgeable, thoughtful, curious, compassionate and confident in engaging with difference.
Through RE, we intend that pupils will:
Know and understand
· develop a secure and coherent knowledge of Christianity and a range of other religious and non-religious worldviews; 
· understand that worldviews are diverse and are shaped by beliefs, experiences, culture, community, history, traditions and relationships; 
· understand how beliefs and worldviews influence people's lives, including their values, choices, practices and sense of identity; 
· encounter the lived experiences of people rather than simply learning about religions as a collection of facts; 
· develop accurate religious vocabulary and use it appropriately. 
Engage and investigate
· ask and explore significant questions about meaning, purpose, truth, identity, values and how people should live; 
· use different ways of knowing to investigate religious and non-religious worldviews, including texts, stories, artefacts, art, music, observation, discussion, interviews and lived experience; 
· recognise that religious and non-religious worldviews are complex, diverse and continually interpreted; 
· develop the ability to listen carefully, interpret evidence, discuss ideas and engage respectfully with different perspectives; 
· encounter religion as a living and dynamic part of people's lives. 
Reflect and develop
· reflect on their own developing worldview and recognise that everyone has a worldview; 
· consider how their own experiences and assumptions influence the way they encounter and understand others; 
· allow the ideas they encounter in RE to challenge and deepen their thinking; 
· develop increasingly thoughtful, reasoned and informed responses to questions raised by their learning; 
· recognise that people may respond differently to the same question and learn to disagree well. 
The new Gloucestershire syllabus specifically places pupils' own developing worldviews at the heart of RE, alongside knowledge of other worldviews. It expects pupils to reflect on how their worldview shapes their learning and how their encounters with RE may, in turn, shape their worldview. 
RE and our Christian vision
Our Christian vision “Everyone to Thrive” provides the lens through which we consider the contribution RE makes to the flourishing of every member of our school community.
Our overarching Christian value of Love encourages us to approach the study of different worldviews with dignity, humility, curiosity and compassion. Our Christian values, including respect, courage, trust, forgiveness, thankfulness, friendship and perseverance, provide opportunities for children to connect their learning with the way they live and learn together.
However, RE is not used simply to teach our Christian values. It is a rigorous academic subject in its own right. Rather, our values provide a framework through which pupils can reflect on the implications of what they encounter and consider what it means to live well.
Our intention is that RE helps pupils to become increasingly able to answer not only:
“What do people believe?”
but also:
“Why does this matter?”
“How does this shape people's lives?”
“Why might people see this differently?”
“What might this mean for the way we live?”



	Implementation 
RE is taught from EYFS to Year 6 through a carefully sequenced curriculum based on the Gloucestershire Agreed Syllabus for RE 2025–2030.
The syllabus is implemented through a Religion and Worldviews approach, with Christianity given a central place within the curriculum alongside sustained study of other religious and non-religious worldviews. The new syllabus specifies Christianity, Hinduism, Judaism and Islam at Key Stages 1 and 2, with opportunities to encounter other religious and non-religious worldviews, including Humanism, according to the school context. 
Curriculum organisation
Our curriculum ensures that pupils encounter:
· Christian worldviews throughout their primary education; 
· Hindu, Jewish and Muslim worldviews across Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2; 
· non-religious worldviews, including Humanism; 
· appropriate opportunities to encounter other local and global worldviews; 
· both organised/worldwide traditions and the lived experiences of individuals. 
We recognise that no religion or worldview is experienced identically by every individual. Consequently, pupils are taught to avoid assumptions such as “all Christians…” or “all Muslims…”, instead recognising diversity within traditions and the relationship between organised worldviews and individual experience.
Sequencing and progression
Learning is carefully sequenced so that pupils progressively develop:
Knowledge → Understanding → Enquiry → Interpretation → Reflection → Informed response
Earlier learning is revisited and built upon so that children remember and connect important knowledge over time.
Our curriculum is organised around significant questions which encourage children to investigate both religious and non-religious responses to important aspects of human experience.
Each unit draws on three interconnected dimensions identified within the new syllabus:
1. Content
Pupils develop knowledge and understanding of religious and non-religious worldviews, including:
· beliefs and teachings; 
· stories and texts; 
· practices and rituals; 
· values and commitments; 
· identity and belonging; 
· history and context; 
· communities and lived experience; 
· meaning, purpose and ultimate questions. 
2. Engagement
Pupils learn how to study worldviews.
They encounter a range of evidence and develop different ways of knowing, including:
· theological enquiry; 
· philosophical questioning; 
· interpretation of texts; 
· historical investigation; 
· observation; 
· artefacts and material culture; 
· art, music and creativity; 
· dialogue and discussion; 
· interviews and lived experience. 
The new syllabus explicitly identifies “ways of knowing”, lived experience, dialogue and interpretation as important elements of effective RE. 
3. Position
Pupils consider their own developing worldview.
They are encouraged to:
· recognise their own assumptions and perspectives; 
· consider how their experiences shape their responses; 
· reflect on how encounters with other worldviews may challenge or develop their thinking; 
· articulate their own responses with increasing clarity; 
· make informed and reasoned judgements. 
These three dimensions are woven through the curriculum rather than taught as separate stages or a checklist. 

Teaching and learning
RE is taught through regular, discrete lessons, ensuring sufficient curriculum time to meet the expectations of the Gloucestershire syllabus. The syllabus recommends approximately 36 hours annually for Reception and Key Stage 1 and 45 hours annually for Key Stage 2, with regular lessons supported by additional RE experiences where appropriate. 
Lessons use a wide range of engaging and age-appropriate approaches, including:
· questioning and philosophical enquiry; 
· discussion and debate; 
· storytelling; 
· close examination of religious texts; 
· drama and role play; 
· art and creative responses; 
· artefacts and images; 
· music; 
· research and independent enquiry; 
· opportunities to meet members of faith communities; 
· visits to places of worship; 
· opportunities to consider authentic lived experience. 
We use Understanding Christianity alongside the Gloucestershire syllabus to support and deepen pupils' understanding of Christianity.
RE provides a safe and respectful environment in which pupils can ask difficult questions, express uncertainty, encounter difference and develop their thinking without fear of being judged.
Links with our wider curriculum
RE contributes to our wider curriculum and to pupils' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.
Opportunities are identified to make meaningful connections with:
· English and literature; 
· history and geography; 
· art and music; 
· PSHE; 
· science and questions about the natural world; 
· our local community; 
· collective worship and spirituality. 
However, we maintain a clear distinction between RE and collective worship. Collective worship provides opportunities for the community to worship, reflect and grow in faith, whereas RE is an academic subject in which pupils critically and thoughtfully study religious and non-religious worldviews. The Gloucestershire syllabus explicitly notes that worship should not be counted as RE teaching, although meaningful links can be made between the two. 





	Impact

Our ambition is that the impact of RE can be seen not only in pupils' books but in their knowledge, their questions, their conversations, their confidence and their developing understanding of themselves and others.
By the end of their time at Temple Guiting, pupils will have developed a secure and increasingly sophisticated understanding of a range of religious and non-religious worldviews.
They will be able to:
· recall and apply important knowledge and vocabulary; 
· explain beliefs, practices and concepts accurately; 
· recognise diversity within and between worldviews; 
· understand how worldviews influence people's lives; 
· use evidence and different ways of knowing to investigate questions; 
· listen to and interpret different perspectives; 
· ask increasingly thoughtful and challenging questions; 
· give reasons for their own responses; 
· recognise how their own worldview influences their thinking; 
· reflect on how their learning may challenge or develop their ideas; 
· engage respectfully and confidently with difference; 
· make informed judgements without resorting to stereotypes or assumptions. 
Impact on flourishing
Most importantly, we want RE to contribute to our vision that Everyone to Thrive.
Through RE, pupils develop the knowledge and understanding needed to participate positively in an increasingly diverse society. They learn that people make sense of the world in different ways and that these worldviews can influence how people live, make decisions, relate to others and understand their place in the world.
The Gloucestershire syllabus identifies this development of understanding, reflection and informed response as an important preparation for active citizenship in a diverse world. 
At Temple Guiting, we therefore want pupils to leave us as young people who are:
knowledgeable enough to understand difference,
curious enough to ask questions,
confident enough to express their own ideas,
humble enough to listen to others,
and thoughtful enough to consider how their choices affect the world around them.
In this way, RE contributes directly to our vision:
Everyone to Thrive
We want every pupil to flourish in understanding themselves, understanding others and understanding the world they share.

Assessment and monitoring
Assessment in RE focuses on the progression of pupils' knowledge, understanding, enquiry, engagement and reflection.
Teachers use:
· questioning and discussion; 
· observation of pupils' thinking; 
· retrieval and review; 
· written and creative work; 
· pupil reflection; 
· end-of-unit outcomes; 
· vocabulary development; 
· assessment against identified learning outcomes. 
We do not assess pupils on their personal beliefs or whether their worldview agrees with a particular religious position. Instead, we assess the quality of their knowledge, understanding, enquiry, interpretation and reasoning.
Subject leadership monitors the quality and progression of RE through:
· curriculum review; 
· book/work scrutiny; 
· pupil voice; 
· lesson visits; 
· planning review; 
· assessment information; 
· staff discussion and professional development. 
Pupil voice is particularly important. We want children to be able to explain what they have learned, how their thinking has developed and which questions they are still considering.
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